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26 January Survival Day/Australia 
Day

Australia celebrates Australia Day as the 
day Australia was founded. Some Aboriginal 
people mourn their history on this day. Yabun 
Festival, held in Sydney annually on January 
26 is a long-running Survival Day gathering, 
celebrating the history, culture and survival of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people

13 February National Apology 
Anniversary

National Apology Day is commemorated on 
the anniversary of Kevin Rudd’s national 
apology to The Stolen Generations in 2008

Third Thursday 
of March

National Close the 
Gap Day

National Close the Gap Day is an opportunity 
to increase awareness of the health gaps 
between Aboriginal and Non-Aboriginal 
people

21 March Harmony Day Harmony Day brings people together to
celebrate Australia’s cultural diversity

25 April Anzac Day Anzac Day is an important day for all 
Australians to remember the sacrifice and 
contribution made by service men and 
women. Indigenous men and women have 
served alongside other Australians in all wars, 
often without recognition

26 May National Sorry Day National Sorry Day remembers and 
acknowledges the mistreatment of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander people who were 
forcibly removed as part of The Stolen 
Generations

27 May to 3 June National Reconciliation 
Week

National Reconciliation Week is a time for all 
Australians to learn about our shared histories, 
cultures, and achievements

3 June Mabo Day June 3 marks the 1992 High Court decision 
that ruled in favour of Eddie Koiki Mabo and 
other claimants that their people had 
occupied the island of Mer in the Torres Strait 
prior to British arrival; rejecting the notion of 
terra nullius
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1 July Coming of the Light Coming of the Light or Keriba Lagaw Buiy’ is 
a holiday celebrated by Torres Strait Islanders 
annually, recognising the adoption of
Christianity throughout island communities

First full week of 
July (Sunday to 
Sunday)

National NAIDOC 
Week

National NAIDOC Week celebrates and 
recognises the history, culture and 
achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people

4 August National Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait
Islander Children’s Day

A national day to celebrate Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander children. The day also 
provides learning opportunities for all 
Australians to understand the importance of 
culture, family and community for Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander children

9 August International Day of 
the World’s Indigenous 
Peoples

International Day of the World’s Indigenous 
Peoples encourages protection and 
promotion of the rights of First Nations people

14 August Martial Law 
Commemoration

Martial Law was declared across the Bathurst 
region on August 14 in 1824

First Wednesday 
of September

Indigenous Literacy 
Day

Indigenous Literacy Day aims to raise 
awareness of the education struggles that 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people 
face. Indigenous Literacy Day also serves as 
a fundraiser, collecting literary resources for 
children living in isolated areas of Australia

October Long 
Weekend

Koori Knockout NSW Koori Rugby League Knockout Carnival is 
one of the biggest Indigenous gatherings 
celebrated in Australia. The event was first 
held in 1971 and has grown to be much more 
than a football carnival

Spring Season 
(Dates TBC each 
year by local 
community 
members and 
organisations)

Bathurst Community 
NAIDOC Week 
Celebrations (during 
warmer weather)

Due to the cold climate of Bathurst, local 
community members prefer to conduct 
NAIDOC Week celebrations during spring. 
Each year, community members and 
organisations confirm a week for community 
celebrations
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“Bangayarra”
RECONCILE

(Wiradjuri)
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COMMITMENT ACTIONS
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ABORIGINAL COMMITMENT STRATEGY


